
More Praise for Acting as if Tomorrow Matters: 
Accelerating the Transition to Sustainability

Acting as if Tomorrow Matters offers a sweeping review of America’s sustainability 
journey, tracking progress—and slippage—across a wide range of critical issues over 
the past 20 years. Even more powerfully, it charts a course toward a truly sustainable 
future, highlighting the advances in law, governance, incentives, education, and 
political mobilization that will be required.
—Daniel C. Esty
Hillhouse Professor of Environmental Law and Policy, 
Yale University 

From Rio '92 to Rio '12: America's pledge to achieve sustainability has been honored 
too often in the breach. The reasons for both failures and successes are many and 
complex, as are the tasks ahead. Acting as if Tomorrow Matters offers redemption 
and a vision of success. 
—Paul R. Ehrlich
Bing Professor of Population Studies, Stanford University, 
and author of The Dominant Animal

John Dernbach has been the leading chronicler of the 20-year quest for sustainabil-
ity in the United States since the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. What Professor Dernbach 
has observed in the United States is reflective of what is going on around the world.
—Jacob Scherr
Director of Global Strategy and Advocacy,  
Natural Resources Defense Council 
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For Tess, Becky, and all those in the next generation

“This nation behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must 
turn over to the next generation increased, and not impaired, in value.”

  Theodore Roosevelt (1910)
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