
The Water Quality Portal



Topics

• Introduction to the Water Quality 
Portal and the Water Quality eXchange 
(WQX)

• Introduction to web services

• Hands-On: Downloading data from the 
Water Quality Portal

• Data Reuse examples
• Citations

• How’s My Waterway 2.0 brief demo

• Efficiencies in Water Quality Assessments 
– Jason Jones, AZDEQ



Standards

• Efficient and clear way for 
humans & computers to 
communicate

• Makes reusing information 
easier

• Information is more 
valuable than it’s 
original purpose



Water Quality eXchange (WQX)

• Data sharing standard (e.g. “Phos” = “Phosphorus”)

• Data of documented quality (e.g. qualifier codes, methods used, QA results, etc)

• Delivers data to be published by the portal 
• Wednesday and Saturday nights



Water Quality Portal

• Sponsored by the National Water 
Quality Monitoring Council

• One Location, One format, One 
standard

• Share water quality data collected 
under the CWA 106 Program

• Use readily available data for the 
Integrated Report

• Data in WQX format

24k Users/month

550K Lifetime Users

Up-to 385 Users/hour



Water Quality Portal Structure

EPA/WQX

USGS/NWIS

Data 
Partners

Water Quality Portal



Water Quality Portal – Web Service progress
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Hands-on Activity & Demonstrations

• Download data from the Water Quality Portal : Hands-on
• https://acwi.gov/monitoring/pubs/WIS_2017_fs/WQP_Step_by_step.guide.pdf

• Demonstration of web services and data reuse examples
• How’s My Waterway 2.0 – Jesse Boorman-Padgett

• Efficiencies in Water Quality Assessments - Jason Jones, AZDEQ

https://acwi.gov/monitoring/pubs/WIS_2017_fs/WQP_Step_by_step.guide.pdf


Additional Resources

• Water Quality Portal Testimonial Video 

• Water Quality Portal Step-by-step guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eo0vlf1BAWw
https://acwi.gov/monitoring/pubs/WIS_2017_fs/WQP_Step_by_step.guide.pdf

