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The Situation 

• TMDL Program Staff = ½ Person  

• TMDL Funding = CWA Section 106 

• Implementation = Collaboration 

 

 

 

 



Nebraska’s Main Water Quality Issues 

Streams 
• 179 E.coli  

 (4a 88) 

 25% 22/88   

• 38 Selenium  
 (4c 6) 

• 25 Atrazine  
 (4a 22) 

 50% 12/25 

 

Lakes 
• 111 Fish Tissue  

 (0) 101 Mercury 

• 93 Nutrient  
 (4a 18) 

 33% 6/18  

  

 



Long-Term Vision Priorities 



Traditional Restoration Path 

1 
• State develops TMDL with little in-put and no buy-in 

from area landowners. 

2 
• TMDL is set aside until a project sponsor is 

interested in restoring the waterbody. 

3 

• Sponsors take key info from the TMDL and they re-
do the majority of the document in the 
plan/project. 



Traditional TMDL 

(Enforceable) 

       Point Sources   

9-Element WMP 

(Voluntary) 

 Non-point Sources  

 

 

  

 
*Waterbody description  

*Watershed 
characterization 

*Pollution source 
identification 

* Map point and non-
point sources 

*Public  

Involvement  

  

 

*Target Critical Areas 

*Est. needs to fully    
implement the plan 

*Provide schedule, 
milestones, and 
indicators of progress 

*Engage stakeholders  
and develop I&E 
component 

 

*Calculate extent of 
pollution occurring 

*Provide pollutant 
reductions needed to 

meet WQS 

*Graph TMDL curve 
& a hydrograph 

illustrating 
flow/pollutant 

correlations   

Duplication of Efforts  



5-alt Collaborative Approach 

NE’s 319 
Program  

9-Element Plan 
Project Sponsors 

NE and EPA 
Region 7 TMDL 

Programs 

EPA Region 7 
agrees to 5-alt 

Project Sponsors 
receive 5-alt 

package 



South Loup River WMP 5-alt Package 

1) Letter: explaining contents of the package 

2) Notes file: data sources and overall results 

3) E.coli file: data analysis, load reduction %, load 
duration curves, and NPDES facilities 

4) Allocations file: charts and graphs of results 
broken into LC, MOS, WLA, and LA 

5) Components file: insertable language with 
appropriate element locations and references 



5-alt Letter 



5-alt Notes file 



5-alt E.coli file 



5-alt Allocations file 



5-alt Components Document 



Benefits of the 5-alt 



More Benefits of the 5-alt 



Current 5-alt Partners 



Questions? 
Laura Johnson 

TMDL and IR Coordinator 

Nebraska DEQ 

laura.r.johnson@nebraska.gov 

(402) 417-4249 

Tabatha Adkins 

Regional TMDL Coordinator 

USEPA Region 7 

adkins.tabatha@epa.gov 

(913) 551-7128 

Toadstool Geologic Park near Harrison, NE 


