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Why CMSP Is Important

“Coastal and marine spatial planning 
may sound like the stuff of policy 

wonks, but it is actually vital to anyone 
who works or plays on the oceans.  In 

fact, coastal and marine spatial 
planning is an essential tool for anyone 

who depends on the oceans for 
sustainable jobs, healthy seafood, 
clean energy, recreation or vibrant 

coastal communities.”

- Dr. Jane Lubchenco, NOAA 
Administrator and member of the 

Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force  
December 14, 2009



N A T I O N A L   O C E A N I C   A N D   A T M O S P H E R I C A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

3 of 16

NOAA’s Roles in CMSP

NOAA Capabilities That Contribute to 
CMSP

•Observation and monitoring

•Navigation charts and ocean mapping 
data

•Weather and climate prediction

•Ecosystem mapping and 
characterization

•Geospatial referencing

•Ecological modeling and forecasting

•Stakeholder engagement + planning 
processes

•Links to coastal states and regional 
partnerships

•Place-based management authority

•Socioeconomic assessments 
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NOAA Priorities in Developing the 
CMSP Framework

Scientific Knowledge & Data Integration, Research, 
Management and Access:

•Acknowledges that CMSP is fundamentally science-based 
and that existing scientific data and knowledge must be 
supplemented by additional research.

•Calls for mechanisms to identify priority research needs. 

•Directs development of a national information 
management system with a central or regional portals to 
connect CMSP information. 

•Nationally consistent derived data products to be 
developed to provide a consistent framework for regional 
assessments.
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* Denotes significant gaps in data

Human Uses

Marine Habitats and Biodiversity 

Marine Infrastructure

Georegulations (legal framework)

Geology and Seafloor

Marine Cadastre (jurisdictional boundaries and limits)

Base Maps

Data needed to support comprehensive CMSP

Spatial Data Framework
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NOAA Priorities in Developing the 
CMSP Framework (con’t.)

Regionally Based 
CMSP That:
•Builds upon existing regional 
ocean governance efforts 
and NOAA’s strong 
partnerships and working 
relationships with states.

•Is flexible to meet 
individual regional planning 
needs.

•Syncs up with Large Marine 
Ecosystems.
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Multipurpose Marine Cadastre
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Coastal & Marine Spatial Management
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Ocean Uses Atlas
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NOAA’s Role in Implementation of 
the CMSP Framework

NOAA can provide science and services to support the 
successful implementation of Regional CMS plans by:

• Using its existing spatial management authorities and 
programs to execute relevant aspects of regional CMS 
plans; 

• Leveraging the capabilities and capacity of existing 
NOAA regional networks; and 

• Aiding the integration of new data and scientific 
findings to refine regional objectives and their 
respective goals as CMS plans are monitored, evaluated 
and adaptable.
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http://www.msp.noaa.gov/
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