
 
Mark Barash is a senior attorney with the United States Department of the Interior in DOI’s 
Northeast Regional Office.  He has worked extensively on NRD matters for almost 20 years, 
both overseeing and handling cases, and developing national program and policy initiatives for 
the Department including efforts to streamline assessment and restoration approaches, to refine 
cooperative assessment practices, and to encourage both the integration of RI/FS and NRD data 
collection and the incorporation of natural resource restoration into remedial activities.  He has 
spearheaded the refinement of techniques for establishing claims for complex damages such as 
those arising from Tribal religious/ cultural losses, and has led regional initiatives to integrate 
more closely the efforts of Federal, State, and Tribal natural resource trustees.   
 
In his regional capacity Mr. Barash oversees Departmental legal efforts for natural resource 
damage claims from oil spills, hazardous substance releases, and under the Park Service 
Resource Protection Act in a 13 State region from Maine to Virginia.  In addition, he manages 
and directs multiple NRD claims such as the Hudson River/GE PCBs, Passaic River/ Newark 
Bay Complex, and St Lawrence River/ Massena Environment, along with oil spills such as the 
BT 120 Bouchard in Massachusetts and Rhode Island.   
 
Mr. Barash has significant teaching and lecturing experience, including multiple presentations 
domestically at ABA, SETAC, and other conferences, as a guest lecturer at Columbia University 
Law School, Boston University School of Law, and currently as an adjunct professor of law at 
Boston College Law School.  He has developed and provided NRD training within DOI, to 
Federal, State, and Tribal trustees, and for the UNEP. 


