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What is Environmental Justice?

Environmental justice is the fair 

treatment and meaningful 

involvement of all people 

regardless of race, color, 

national origin, or income, with 

respect to the development, 

implementation, and 

enforcement of environmental 

laws, regulations, and policies.



What is Environmental Justice?

1: The same degree of 

protection from environmental 

and health hazards

2:Equal access to the decision-

making process to have a 

healthy environment in which to 

live, learn, and work.



How do we do Environmental Justice?

1: Recognition

2: Procedure

3: Distribution



Recognition
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Engagement with Communities

• Types:

– Generation of new knowledge
• Partners

• Participants

• A mix of both

– Address management issues
• Partners

• Participants

• A mix of both
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Ain’t no Half-Stepping in Community 

Engagement

• Keys

– Respectful
• Treat the community as equals

• Humility

– Committed
• Long term investment

– Honest
• Real access to power

• Decision making



Trust Basics

• Trust

– Firm belief in the 

reliability, truth, 

ability, or strength of 

someone or 

something




