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How Arizona Partners With Volunteers To Collect 

Observations On Waterbodies 



Background - ADEQ 



Arizona Water Watch 



Volunteers and Credible Data 

 

Volunteer Needs: 

 Training 

– Handbook, Micro-video Lessons, etc.  

 Scientific Equipment and Supplies 

– Loaner Library 

 Study Design Assistance 

 

 

 

 



Multi-Level Volunteer Opportunities 



Arizona Water Watch App  

 Released in November 2017 

 Uses Survey 123 platform 

 Built in-house 

 Takes ~ 3 minutes to complete 

– Yes/ No Questions 

– Photos 

– Comments 

 

 
Visit 
bit.ly/azwaterwatchapp 

 

Select Open in the Survey123 
field app and complete a test 
survey 



Getting the Word Out 

http://www.azdeq.gov/programs/azww  

Tools To Spread The Word 

1. Rack Card 
2. Webpage 
3. Video 
4. Social Media 
5. News 
6. Articles 

Website Statistics 

Item Webpage 
Hits 

AWW 
Webpage 

926 

AWW App 
Webpage 

536 

Listserv 
Webpage 

1,277 



App Video 



AWW App 

 Legal disclaimer 
before survey 

 Geo-locates 
observation 

 Deep dives into 
Questions if “Yes”  

 Notifies HAB’s 
coordinator if algal 
bloom 

 Complaint form 
button 

 Picture submittal 

 

 

 



Internal View 

 View observations, check photos, 
approve and make public 

 GIS flow regime maps updated annually 
based on results 

 Automatic data analysis  

 



Public View 
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 How can citizen science 
help you? 

 Think outside the box 

 Build off others! 
– We will share our app 

coding, data forms, 
ideas, etc.! 

 



Questions? 

Arizona Water Watch Website: 
http://www.azdeq.gov/programs/azww 

Meghan Smart 
Citizen Science Coordinator 

602-771-4506 

ms14@azdeq.gov 

Jade Dickens 
Watershed Protection Unit Manager 

602-771-4115 

jd11@azdeq.gov 


