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Dams and Dam Removal in the U.S.

• National Inventory of  Dams ~90,000 
dams

• Many dams serve important purposes:

• Water supply (residential, industrial, 
farm ponds, fire ponds, irrigation)

• Flood control

• Hydropower

• Recreation

• Navigation

• Even for the largest dams (NID)    

• 14.6% are flood control

• 2.9% are hydropower





Ecological Impacts of Dams

4

DAM!

HOT!

HOT
DIGGETY
DAM!



Whittenton Dam, Mill River 
Taunton, MA



Whittenton Dam, Mill River 
Taunton, MA



Dam Removal in the U.S.

American Rivers tracking dam removals and 
compiling past data in annual list since 1998.

U.S. Dams Removed 1916-2016

Description: Few things have such 
a fundamental impact on a river as 
a dam. Dams block a river’s flow 
and can harm clean water, fish and 
wildlife, and recreation 
opportunities. American Rivers 
has pioneered a science-based 
approach to the removal of 
outdated dams. Use this map to 
explore all the dam removals we 
have on file back to 1916. If you 
have information to help us update 
this map, let us know! Learn more 
about how dams hurt rivers and 
our current removal projects at 
www.AmericanRivers.org/Dams.

www.americanrivers.org

http://www.americanrivers.org/Dams
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Franconia Paper Co. Dam, Wells River, Groton, VT



Bartlett Rod Shop Co. Pond Dam
Amethyst Brook, Pelham, MA

Removed 2012

Elwha River. Credit, John Gussman
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Eight Mile River, Connecticut.
Ed Bills Pond Dam

Removed 2015
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Farmington  River, Connecticut.
Former site of Spoonville Dam.
Removed 2012
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