
DMV Food Recovery Week is brought to you by: Media Partners



This event is hosted by: 

Food Waste 101: A Roadmap to Achieving 
50% Reduction by 2030



Montgomery County Food Council Environmental Impact WG
Environmental Law Institute 

Moderator: Carol Adaire Jones
Montgomery County Food Council Environmental Impact WG

Environmental Law Institute 



Montgomery County Food Council Environmental Impact WG
Environmental Law Institute 

Speaker: Jackie Suggitt
Director, of Capital, Innovation, & Engagement 

ReFED



The Roadmap to 2030 and 
the ReFED Insights Engine

October 17, 2022

Advancing Data-Driven Solutions 
to Reduce Food Loss and Waste



Supply Chain Disruptions
Labor Shortages

Rise in Food Delivery

Less predictability
More instant

Increased chances of more 
food waste occurring



Supply Chain Disruptions
Labor Shortages

Rise in Food Delivery

Less predictability
More instant

Increased chances of more 
food waste occurring

Rising Food Prices
Trucker Shortage
Natural Disasters

Food seen as more precious
Increased motivation and 
payback of reducing food 

loss and waste



Supply Chain Disruptions
Labor Shortages

Rise in Food Delivery

Less predictability
More instant

Increased chances of more 
food waste occurring

Rising Food Prices
Trucker Shortage
Natural Disasters

Food seen as more precious
Increased motivation and 
payback of reducing food 

loss and waste

Climate Change
Consumer Anxiety

COVID Rollercoaster

Increased attention toward 
food as a source of pleasure 

and control

Opportunity to influence 
food behavior



No Time – or Food! –
To Waste



The Global 
Food Loss and Waste Overview



Global Food Waste

of all food 

produced 1⅓

1 FAO, Food Wastage Footprint & Climate Change, 2011
2 FAO, 2014
1 Mbow et al., 2019

$1Tin value 2

of global 

GHG emissions 38%



50%
National and international goal for 
the amount of food waste that 
must be reduced by the year 2030
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RESCUE RECYCLING FOOD WASTE

What is “Surplus Food”?
All food that goes unsold or unused by a business 
or that goes uneaten at home – including food and 
inedible parts (e.g., peels, pits, bones) that are fed 
to animals, repurposed to produce other products, 
composted, or anaerobically digested. It also 
includes food that is donated.

SURPLUS FOOD

Depending on the definition, some consider 

these to be recycling/waste destinations



Surplus food occurs across the supply chain.



That surplus food 
was valued at $408 
billion – nearly 2% 
of U.S. GDP.

Impacts of Uneaten Food: Economic



Impacts of Uneaten Food: Environmental



Impacts of Uneaten Food: Hunger and Food Insecurity



Feeding More People with Less Resources

*We estimate that reducing food loss and waste by 50% globally would reduce the food calorie gap by 24%,
extrapolating from WRI, “Creating a Sustainable Food Future 2018.”

Estimated 

24% 
reduction in 
supply needed if 
food waste is
cut in half.



The Roadmap to 2030



Our Mission

Our Vision

We’re a national nonprofit 

working to end food loss and 

waste across the food system 

by advancing data-driven 

solutions to the problem.

We envision a sustainable, 

resilient, and inclusive food system 

that optimizes environmental 

resources, minimizes climate 

impacts, and makes the best use of 

the food we grow.

Leveraging data and 

insights to highlight supply 

chain inefficiencies and 

economic opportunities

DATA & INSIGHTS CAPITAL & INNOVATION STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Catalyzing capital to spur 

innovation and scale high-

impact initiatives

Mobilizing and connecting 

supporters to take 

targeted action



A Blueprint for Action
The Roadmap to 2030 looks at the entire food system and 

provides a framework to focus waste reduction efforts. 

Powered by the Insights Engine, the Roadmap to 2030 is 

an indispensable resource for reaching our 2030 goal.

7
ReFED outlined seven key action areas for 

the food system to focus its efforts over 

the next ten years to prevent, rescue, and 

recycle food at risk of going to waste.

Impacts of Uneaten Food: Hunger & Food Insecurity 







Impacts of Uneaten Food: Hunger & Food Insecurity 

4
A set of 4 key levers are essential 

to the successful and sustainable 

implementation of solutions. 



Tracks five food waste-related 
policies at the federal and state 
levels.

Sample Use Cases:

• State Policy Makers can find 
examples of policies passed in 
other states that better reduce 
food waste.

• Food Businesses, Solution 
Providers, and Advocates can 
read about policies that may 
affect their operations across 
several states with the Policy 
Matrix and Score Sheet.

• Consumers can learn about 
how policies in their own state 
aid in reducing  waste.

ReFED Insights Engine: U.S. Food Waste Policy Finder 



The Role of Policymakers

The Roadmap to 2030 includes a set of 6 key policy areas

for policymakers to focus their efforts in food waste 

reduction. 

Read more about these 

recommendations here

Explore ReFED’s Policy 

Finder tool here

https://refed.org/stakeholders/policymakers/
https://policyfinder.refed.org/


Local Governments also have a 
role
In addition to the general policy recommendations on the 

previous slide, there are other steps County and local 

governments can take, such as:  

Educate communities about food waste and food 

waste solutions

Impacts of Uneaten Food: Hunger & Food Insecurity 

Create a school program, including: 
● WWF grant support

● Education on food waste and tools for kids to take home

● Share table and donation procedures

● School food waste measurement, composting and 

gardening

Support rescue organizations with government 

grants

Add food waste to the local climate action plan

Pass a compost procurement ordinance

https://www.eli.org/research-report/toolkit-incorporating-food-waste-municipal-climate-action-plans
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/model-compost-procurement-policy-with-commentaries.pdf


The ReFED Insights Engine



ReFED Insights Engine

An interactive knowledge hub for food loss and waste 
launched in 2021, the Insights Engine lets users:

1. Understand the 
Problem

2. Explore the 
Solutions

3. Find Solution 
Providers

4. Calculate Impact

Launch the Insights Engine

5.  Track Capital 6.  Review Policies

https://insights.refed.com/
https://insights-engine.refed.com/food-waste-monitor?view=overview&year=2019
https://insights-engine.refed.com/solution-database?dataView=total&indicator=us-dollars-profit
https://insights-engine.refed.com/solution-provider-directory?sort_by=asc%28name%29
https://insights-engine.refed.com/impact-calculator?inputs=%7B%22sector%22%3Anull%2C%22type%22%3A%22standard-mix%22%2C%22unit%22%3A%22tons%22%2C%22alternative%22%3Afalse%2C%22destinations%22%3A%5B%5D%7D
https://insights-engine.refed.org/capital-tracker
https://policyfinder.refed.org/


Food Waste Monitor: Understand the Problem



Solutions Database: Find Solutions



Solutions Fact Sheets: Dive Deeper



Solution Provider Directory: Find Partners



Impact Calculator



Capital Tracker: Explore Movement of Capital



Policy Finder: Explore Current Legislation



2 DOWN 48 TO GO

2030



If not you, then who? 
If not now, then when?

- Malcolm X
- Teddy Roosevelt
- Hillel the Elder



Thank you!

refed.com

insights.refed.com



Thank you for coming today! Join us at other sessions:
















